THE AWARD OF POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

At the 23rd   Annual Award of Postgraduate Scholarship of the S.O. Awokoya Foundation for Science Education

March 20th  2018- Muson Center

BY- DR. FOLA AWOKOYA

Mr. Chairman,  His Royal Majesty Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi
Our Special Guest of Honour ,  Senator Professor Olusola Adeyeye
Our Guest Speaker Professor  Kehinde Olayinka

Our distinguished Honourees  Dr.(Engr.) Gregory Ero
Chief Olabintan Famutimi

and 

Dame Winifred Akpan
Chairman and Members of the Board of  Trustees 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen
1.
It is my distinct honor and priviledge to present the 2018
Awardees of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation For
 Science Education Postgraduate Scholarship.

2.

When the Awokoya Foundation was started in 1995, some 22years ago, it was formed with the primary objective of promoting science and science education in institutions of higher learning in Nigeria. 
In furtherance of this primary objective, the  Foundation has made yearly awards of postgraduate scholarship for studies in the  area of science and science education. 
Our approach to the awarding of postgraduate scholarships is to reward excellence. The scholarship is awarded to the best students nominated from all the universities participating.
In the area of scholarship award,  the Foundation has made a total  of  One Hundred and Five  (105)  postgraduate  scholarship awards to date.
The course programs that the postgraduate scholarship award 
have  been used for have included, for the masters course;

Architecture

Biochemistry

Biological Sciences

Biomedical Engineering

Chemical Engineering

Chemistry

Civil Engineering

Computer Engineering

Computer Science

Constuction Engineering Technology

Human Nutrition

Information Technology

Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering

Pharmacology

Physics

Physiology

Production Engineering

Public Health

Science Education

and    Special Education
For the Ph.D. program, the courses have included 

Cardiovascular Medicine

Chemical Pathology

Clinical Pharmacy

Dental Surgery

Maths Education

Mechanical Engineering

Medicine

Paediatric Medicine

Pharmaceutics

Preventive Dentistry

and

Science Education
The beneficiaries of these awards have come from twenty five (25) different universities. The distribution of the one hundred and five (105) scholarship awards among the 25 universities is shown on this slide. 

The top five(5) universities are;

University of Lagos  with twenty seven (27) awards , 
The Unversity of Nigeria, Nsukka  with  Twelve (12) awards 
University of  Ibadan   with  Eleven (11) awards, 
Nnamdi  Azikwe University  with Seven awards, 

Obafemi Awolowo University with six (6) awards and 

And Covenant University with  six (6) awards.   
This then tapers down to the last ten universities with one award each.

Baze University, Modibbo Adama University Of Technology and Tai Solarin University Of Education are just receiving awards for the very first time , this year. 
The process for the award of the scholarship starts with the 
nomination of candidates by the deans of the various faculties 
or heads of departments related  to science or science 
education at the tertiary institutions in Nigeria. 
The nominees are expected to be the best graduating students from the various tertiary institutions.

The scholarship awardees are chosen based on excellence in 
educational performance, stated long-term objectives and an 
interview of the shortlisted candidates by the Board of Trustees.

It is important to note that the scholarship is not based on need 
but on excellence in educational performance.

In order to qualify for this award , you have to be very good in 
your educational performance both in your university and in comparison to other students in other universities.  

The Awokoya Foundation scholarship is a reward for excellence and it  is aimed at encouraging excellence in educational performance. 
It is an award for the best among  the best.

This year,  we had 151 nominations from 44 universities.
The distribution of the nominations is shown on this slide, 
The top three universities with the highest number of nominations were;

The Federal University of Dutsinma starting with 11 nominations . 
Rivers State University with nine(9) nominations
and Obafemi Awolowo University with eight(8) nominatins

On the low end of the number of nominations are the last sixteen(16) universities with one(1) nomination each, from Veritas University to Adekunle Ajasin University on the bottom slide.

This year we are having a nomination from Baze University in Abuja for the first time.

Out of the 151 nominations, there were 

    91      First Class Graduates or graduates with Distinctions
    54      Second Class Upper Honours Graduates
     6      Not Classified . This includes courses like Medicine
              and  current students
The postgraduate scholarship award covers tuition and Board. 
The value is now Three Hundred  Thousand Naira (N=300,000) per student per annum.  
It is renewable each year, for a maximum of three years, 
provided the awardee maintains a good record of academic 
performance as attested to by the authorities of the university 
he or she attends.

It is tenable in any Nigerian university. 
For nominees that have admission into foreign universities, we convert the scholarship into a travel grant.

This year we have  seven (7) postgraduate scholarship awardees chosen from the nominations received.

The first awardee for the Postgraduate Scholarship of the 
Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education  

for the year 2018  is  Miss. Ayomide Moyib.
Miss Moyib, please come up to the rostrum.

Miss Moyib  attended the Sachel College in  Ijaiye-Ojokoro, Alagbado , Lagos for her secondary schooling
She had 8 distinctions out of nine (9) subjects in her Senior School Certificate exams including 2A1’s and later went to study  Biology Education at the Tai Solarin University of  Education , where  she graduated with a First Class honours degree, with a cummulative Grade point average of 4.83. She was the best graduating student in the 2016/2017  session from the Tai Solarin University of Education.
Miss Moyib    intends to pursue a masters course in Biological Science.
The second  awardee is  Patience Uju Abafor. 

Miss Abafor , please come up to the rostrum. 

Miss Abafor is originally from Anambra State, but  had all her schooling in the North. She went to Ecwa Nursery & Primary School in Kano for her primary schooling  and the Holy Trin ity Mision School also in Kano for her secondary schooling.  , She got seven  distinctions out of 9 subjects including two (2) A1 s in her SSC Exams. She later gained admission into the Modibbo Adama University of Technology in Yola, Adamawa State  to study Industrial Chemistry.  

She graduated with a First Class Honours degree with  a cummulative grade point average of 4.78. She  was the best graduating student in the Department of Chemistry in 2017

Miss Abafor   will be going for  a Master of science degree in organic chemistry.

The third  awardee is Miss Abiola Oyelere.

Miss Oyelere, please come up to the rostrum.

Miss Oyelere  attended the Nigeria Baptist Theological Seminary Staff  School in Ogbomoso ,Oyo State for her primary schooling ,  followed by the Maryland Catholic Grammar School in Ogbomoso  for her secondary schooling.

She got 9 distinctions including 4 A1s in the nine courses she took in her senior school certificate exams.

She later attended Federal University of Agriculture , Abeokuta , where she studied Nutrition and Dietetics  and graduated with a Fist Class Honours degree, with a cumulative grade point average of 4.73.  She was the best graduating student in Department of Nutrition and Dietetics  in the year 2017.  

 Miss Oyelere  intends to pursue a masters degree in Nutrition and Dietetics.

The fourth  awardee is Mr. Chima-Oge  Chukudi.
Mr. Chukudi   please come up to the rostrum.

Mr . Chukudi  attended the Regina Mundi Primary School in Asaba, Delta State for his primary schooling and then the Lumen Christ International High School at Uromi, Edo State for his secondary schooling. 

He got eight(8)  distinctions in the nine subjects he took  in his SSC exams. including  five (5) A1s.

He studied Biomedical Engineering at the Bell University of Technology in Ota , Ogun State, where he graduated with a B.Sc First Class honours degree with a cumulative grade point average of 4.77.   He was the best graduating student in the College of Engineering at bell University of Technology in 2017.   

 Mr. Chukudi  will be pursuing a postgraduate degree in Biomedical Engineering.
 The fifth   awardee is  Miss  Inioluwa Adedapo
Miss Adedapo,  please come up to the rostrum.

Miss  Adedapo attended   Ajoke International School at Jericho in Ibadan for her primary schooling and the All Saints’ College , Aba-Edun also in Ibadan  for her secondary schooling. 
She got eight (9) distinctions out of the nine subjects she sat for in her SSC exams , including 2 A1s. 

She later attended Covenant  University  in Ota,Ogun State  where she studied Architecture. She graduated with a First class honours degree  with a cumulative grade point average of  4.92. 
 Miss Adedapo was the best graduating student in the  department of architecture in 2017.
Miss Adedapo  will be pursuing  a masters degree in architecture.
The  sixth awardee is quite a unique awardee. Her award marks  a milestone for the Awokoya Foundation.  The sixth awardee was nominated by the current Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy at the University of Lagos,  Professor  Bolajoko Aina. Professor Aina , could please standup for  recognition. Professor  Bolajoko Aina was a 1998 awardee of the Awokoya Foundation  herself, and to have her nominate an awardee in 2018 , is a milestone for the Foundation.

Our sixth awardee is Miss Mmesoma Mgboko

Miss Mgboko,  please come up to the rostrum.

Miss  Mgboko attended   Penny Private School in Orile-Iganmu, Lagos for her primary schooling and the penny International School at Orile-Iganmu, Lagos for  her secondary schooling. 

She got nine (9) distinctions out of the nine subjects she sat for in her SSC exams , including 3 A1s. 

She later attended University of Lagos  where she studied Pharmacy and  graduated with the best results in 2017 in the Faculty of Pharmacy with  a cumulative grade point average of  4.94 out of a maximum of 5.0 . 

Miss Mgboko  will be pursuing  a masters degree in pharmacy.

Ladies and Gentlemen , the seventh   and final  awardee  of today is   Miss Abigail Makolo.

Miss Makolo , please come up to the rostrum.

Miss Makolo  attended  Stella Maris Nursery & Primary Schhool in Area1 , Abuja   and the Unique Blossom School in Maitama, Abuja for her primary and secondary schooling respectively. 
She had nine (9) distinctions in the 9 subjects that  she took in her SSC exams including six (6) A1.

She later attended the Baze University in Abuja to study Computer science (Information Technology) at  the Faculty of Computing and Applied Sciences.

Incidentally , this is the first nomination that we are receiving from Baze University in Abuja.

She  graduated at the top of her class  with a first class honours B.Sc degree and 3.91  cummulative grade point average, with a GPA scale of a  maximum of 4.0.

Miss Makolo  will be pursuing a Masters degree course in information technology.
Ladies and Gentlemen: , please congratulate the distinguished awardees of the 23rd    Annual Postgraduate Scholarship award  of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education

Miss Ayomide Moyib 

Miss Patience Abafor 

Miss Abisola Oyelere 

Mr Chima-Oge Chukudi 

Miss Inioluwa Adedapo 

Miss Mmesoma Mgboko

And

Miss Abigail Makolo 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education , I congratulate you all.

I wish you every success in your academic endeavors

Dr. Fola Awokoya  Ph.D.(Engr.)
Member, Board of Trustees

