THE AWARD OF POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

       BY- DR. FOLA AWOKOYA

Mr. Chairman  Dr. Kalu Idika Kalu
Our Special Guest of Honour , His Excellency Governor Babatunde Fashola
Our Guest Speaker Professor Jadesola Akande 
Our distinguished Honourees  Dr. Bamanga Tukur, Engr Joe Anyigbo and Dr Wale Babalakin

Chairman and Members of the Board of  Trustees 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

1.

It is my distinct honor and priviledge to present the 2008 Awardees of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation For Science Education Postgraduate Scholarship.
2.

Since the inauguration of the Foundation in 1995, the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education has made   yearly awards of postgraduate scholarship for studies in the area of science and science education as part of one of our main objectives of promoting science education in institutions of higher learning in Nigeria.

To date the Foundation has made a total  of  thirty seven  postgraduate  scholarship awards.
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The course programs that the postgraduate scholarship award has been used for have included, for the masters course;

Chemical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Computer Engineering

Production Engineering

Human Nutrition

Mathematics

Pharmacology

Physics

Chemistry

Physiology

Science Education

Special Education

For the Ph.D. program, the courses have included 

Medicine

Cardiovascular Medicine

Paediatric Medicine

Chemical Pathology

Clinical Pharmacy

Pharmaceutics

Mechanical Engineering

Maths Education

And 

Science Education
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The beneficiaries of these awards have come from ten different universities, with the 

Candidates from the University of Ibadan  receiving Ten(10)awards , University of Lagos  receiving Nine (9) awards  , while candidates from the Unversity of Nigeria, Nsukka are third with  five(5) awards. The Obafemi Awolowo University , Ladoke Akintola University and University of Benin applicants have received three (3) awards each, while  the university of Ilorin has received two(2) awards .The Ahmadu Bello University and University of Maiduguri have received one(1) award each.
The process for the award of the scholarship starts with the nomination of candidates by the deans of the various faculties or heads of departments related  to science or science education at the tertiary institutions in Nigeria. The nominees are expected to be the best graduating students from the various tertiary institutions.
The scholarship awardees are chosen based on excellence in educational performance, stated long-term objectives and an interview of the shortlisted candidates by the Board of Trustees.

It is important to note that the scholarship is not based on need but on excellence in educational performance.

In order to qualify for this award , you have to be very good in your educational performance both in your university and in comparison to other students in other universities.  
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This year applications came from several universities.

There was a total of 24 applications from 9 universities
The applications include

· 9 from  the UNIVERSITY OF BENIN                                                       

            5 from the  UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS
            3 from LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY

· 2 from the BAYERO UNIVERSITY                                                         

· 2 from the OLABISI ONABANJO UNIVERSITY                                            
                                 

· 1 from  the OBAFEMI AWOLOWO UNIVERSITY
                                

· 1 from  the  LADOKE AKINTOLA UNIVERSITY     
                                

· 1 from  the  IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY     
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Out of the twenty four applicants there were 

    11   First Class Graduates

     7    Second Class Upper Graduates 

     6   Still in School / No Transcript
In comparison to 24 applications from nine (9) universities this year, we had 45 applications from nine (9) universities last year . Also the number of high quality applicants this year was remarkably lower in comparison with last year’s.

The result of this was that while we wanted to give out more scholarships this year, we could not do so without lowering the standards we have set for ourselves. 
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The postgraduate scholarship award covers tuition and Board. The value is One Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N=150,000) per student per annum.

It is renewable each year, for a maximum of three years, provided the awardee maintains a good record of academic performance as attested to by the authorities of the university he or she attends.
It is tenable in any Nigerian university. Recently , we have been converting the scholarship into travel grants inorder to assist  awardees who  obtain admission into foreign universities.
This year we have four postgraduate scholarship awardees chosen from the twenty four  applications received.
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The first awardee for the Postgraduate Scholarship of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education for the year 2008 is  Miss Ihunanya Marina  Ugwuh.
Miss Ugwuh , please come up to the rostrum.

Miss Ugwuh attended the St. Leo’s Catholic Private School in Ikeja  for her primary schooling and the Airforce Secondary School  at the NAF Base in Ikeja   before attending the  University of Lagos  where she studied Physics .
She was the best graduating student in her class of 2007 , with a First Class Bachelors degree in Physics. 

Miss  Ugwuh will be pursuing a masters degree program in Electrical/Electronics Engineering.
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The second awardee is Dr. Wasiu Abidemi Oseni.
Dr. Oseni, please come up to the rostrum.

Dr. Oseni  is 25 years of age . He attended the Ijebu Muslim College in Ijebu-Ode, OgunState  and later went on to study Medicine at the Lagos State University ,

Where he graduated in the top three in his class with an MBBS  degree with distinctions in Anatomy and Medical Biochemistry.

Dr Oseni will be undertaking a postgraduate course in Human Anatomy. 
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The third awardee is Dr. Enihomo Mary Obadan. 
Miss Obadan , please come up to the rostrum. 

Dr. Obadan   is 23 years of age . She attended  Vivian Fowler Memorial College in Oregi\un , Lagos  and later went on to study Dentistry  at the College of Medine  University of Lagos, where she graduated with a Bachelors of Dental Surgery degree in 2007.
Dr. Obadan will be pursuing a postgraduate course in public health.
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The fourth and last awardee is Dr. Ogochuckwu Jidechukwu Elumelu. 

Dr.  Elumelu  please come up to the rostrum.

Dr. Eleumelu  is 24years old and she attended the St. Mary’s Private Schol on Broad Street in Lagos  for her primary schooling and  Queens College , Yaba  , Lagos  followed by the Suleja Academy for the Gifted and Talented for her secondary Schooling.

Dr. Elumelu is indeed very gifted. She obtained Nine (9) distinctions in her WAEC O’level exams with 7 A1.

She later went to the College of Medicine  , University of Lagos where she graduated  with an MBBS  with 7 distinctions.
 Dr. Elumelu will be pursuing a masters degree in Public Health on her stated path of specializing in Paediatric Neurology.
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Ladies and Gentlemen: , please congratulate the distinguished awardees of the 13th Annual Postgraduate Scholarship award  of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education

Miss Ugwuh
Dr. Oseni
Dr Obadan
And 

Dr. Elumelu
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Stephen Oluwole Awokoya Foundation for Science Education , I congratulate you all.
I wish you every success in your academic endeavors
Dr. Fola Awokoya

Member, Board of Trustees

